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WELCOME

Here at NSSC New York our goal is to make mental health services more accessible, available and helpful
to those most in distress. We support the seriously mentally ill, who suffer from the brain-based illnesses

of schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, bipolar 1, bipolar 2 and serious depression. All people deserve

a happy life, for even the most severely distressed patient in a psychiatric unit can have the capability to
be independent when properly treated.

This Suicide Prevention Month, it is important to acknowledge the many crisis services workers who put an
amazing foot forward in the midst of today's service scarcity. It is crucial to fight to implement better and more
plentiful crisis services here in New York — to save lives and prevent tragedy.

NEWS
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News · NSSC National · Announced September 29, 2026
We are thrilled to share the news of a tremendous milestone for NSSC. The National Shattering Silence Coalition
has been awarded $229,337 in corporate giving support from Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS) to launch our Crisis to
Care (C2C) Family Navigation Pilot. With this funding, NSSC will launch a 12-month pilot in partnership with
Primary Record, combining Family Navigators with a secure, family-centered digital health platform.

The pilot will support 50 families across five states, with navigators responding within 24 hours of referral and
helping families navigate the continuum from pre-crisis planning through emergency care, discharge, and post-
hospitalization care. The project will also include an independent process and impact evaluation.

Read the announcement →

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

News · U.S. House · Introduced October 2, 2026
NSSC submitted a letter of support for the newly introduced IMD CARE Act, and the coalition is named among
the bill's endorsing organizations in the sponsors' press release.

Introduced by Representatives Dan Goldman (D-NY) and Cliff Bentz (R-OR), the bill would open a Medicaid state
plan amendment option for the treatment of serious mental illness — extending to SMI the option the SUPPORT
Act created for substance use disorder treatment — in place of the temporary waivers states must now seek and
renew.

Read the sponsors' press release →

THE AOT REPORT, AND THE ARGUMENT ABOUT IT

R E P O RT  ·  N Y S  O F F I C E  O F  M E N TA L  H E A LT H  ·  2 0 2 6

Kendra's Law report: the state's AOT evaluation

The Office of Mental Health's final report on assisted outpatient treatment in New York — the document the current AOT
debate is arguing over.
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/statistics/NYS-AOT-Final-Report.pdf

C O M M E N TA RY  ·  PAT R I C I A  J .  W E N T Z E L  ·  2 0 2 6

Researcher bias undercuts New York's AOT report

A commentary questioning how independent the state's “independent” evaluation of assisted outpatient treatment actually
was.

N E W S  ·  B T P M  ·  D I S A B I L I T I E S  B E AT  ·  2 0 2 6

The debate over expanding Kendra's Law

Both sides of the expansion argument, including the disability-rights objections, in an accessible radio segment.
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https://www.primaryrecord.com/
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/945852977/national-shattering-silence-coalition-receives-229-337-bristol-myers-squibb-grant-to-launch-crisis-to-care-pilot
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https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/statistics/NYS-AOT-Final-Report.pdf
https://patriciajwentzel.substack.com/p/researcher-bias-undercuts-new-yorks
https://www.btpm.org/disabilities/2025-01-15/disabilities-beat-the-debate-over-expanding-kendras-law


RECORDING OF AN EVENT

F R E E  T O  W A T C H  ·  F U L L  V I D E O  O N  Y O U T U B E

REWRITING THE FUTURE OF SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS

RECORDED THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 1,  2026

Presented at the New York Public Library with the Jeff and Lisa Blau Adolescent programme, in person at the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation Library and by Zoom livestream. If you could not be there, the full evening is now online — four
presentations on where the science of serious mental illness is heading:

Watch the recording on the Library's YouTube channel →

https://www.youtube.com/live/Co2aiqF4suQ

C OMM E N TA RY

HOW IMPORTANT ARE “SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF MENTAL HEALTH”?

D AV E  M E Y E R S  ·  A R C H I V I S T ,  N AT I O N A L  S H AT T E R I N G  S I L E N C E  C O A L I T I O N

As a white man from a middle class background, they seem to have nothing to do with my diagnosis of
schizoaffective disorder, bipolar type. This lack of correlation is true for many throughout the state of New York.
So how important is it, really, to incorporate the “social determinants of mental health” into suicide prevention
funding? This is Governor Kathy Hochul's plan this year in acknowledging Suicide Prevention Month.

As a survivor of two severe suicide attempts, and as the archivist of NSSC who has organised hundreds of articles
on mental illness and neurology, I believe funding for suicide prevention should be firmly planted on mental
illness and its biological components. This includes research for more effective medications, and a full continuum
of care for individuals who have been diagnosed with severe mental illness.

I understand Governor Hochul has done much to address mental health throughout the state, but I believe that
deeply addressing the biological aspects of mental illness will help improve services everywhere.

SMI IN THE NEWS

S T U D Y  ·  J A M A  P S Y C H I AT RY  ·  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

GLP-1 receptor agonist prescriptions among people with and without serious mental illness

People with serious mental illness die 10 to 20 years early, driven largely by cardiovascular risk. This study compares GLP-1
prescribing for adults with and without SMI from 2018 to 2024.

Dr. Alexander Charney with Dr. Nicole Simons — what we know about serious mental illness, how that understanding is changing, and
emerging approaches including gene therapy, AI and deep brain stimulation.

Dr. Benjamin Glicksberg and Dr. Matteo Danieletto — a demonstration of vision wearables, and how audiovisual data with AI analysis may
support clinical assessment and symptom monitoring.

Sandip Trivedi — the AI companion chatbot he built for his brother: its development, safety features and ethical guardrails as it is tested
with a larger audience.

Dr. Nicola Cascella and Erin Decker — deep brain stimulation for treatment-resistant schizophrenia, including what undergoing DBS is
actually like.
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https://www.youtube.com/live/Co2aiqF4suQ
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2853661?guestAccessKey=308231b8-fb00-4573-ba9e-33cfb5500643&utm_source=for_the_media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=090226


N E W S  ·  L O C A L S Y R  ·  2 0 2 6

Amid the Clancy trial, New York lawmakers look to transform postpartum care

A trial turning on whether a mother acted in a state of postpartum psychosis has opened a wider conversation about care for
women after giving birth.

S T U D Y  ·  T U R N T O 1 0  ·  2 0 2 6

Cannabis use disorder is rising among US adults

Between 2021 and 2024 the prevalence of cannabis use disorder rose significantly in both men and women, unsettling the
claim that cannabis is not addictive.

N E W S  ·  S A M H S A  ·  S E P T E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

SAMHSA awards more than $42 million to advance a “Treatment First” model

Federal grants to states and territories under the administration's executive order on treatment-first policy.

N E W S  ·  U . S .  H O U S E  ·  R E P.  A D A M  S M I T H  ·  2 0 2 6

Bipartisan bill would bolster 988 crisis response and make it Medicaid-reimbursable

A bill to strengthen what 988 operators can actually dispatch nationwide, and to let Medicaid pay for it.

N E W S  ·  C B S  N E W S  M I A M I  ·  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

Lawsuit says Florida is violating the rights of prisoners with mental illness

A federal civil rights suit filed in Miami argues that delays in providing medical assistance amount to deliberate,
unconstitutional punishment of people with mental illness.

C O M M E N TA RY  ·  P S Y C H I AT R I C  T I M E S  ·  D AV I D  H A G E R ,  M D  ·  M AY  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6

Anosognosia and the criminalization of schizophrenia

NSSC's own David Hager, MD, argues that treatment refusal in schizophrenia is a neurological deficit rather than an
autonomous choice — and that a consent-based system therefore routes untreated people toward jail.

O P P O RT U N I T Y  ·  N Y S  O M H  ·  R F P  M H 2 5 3 0 1 4  ·  O P E N

State funding available for new Clubhouses

A request for proposals to establish new Clubhouses in the Central, Hudson River, Western and Long Island regions. If your
community lacks one, this is the opening.
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2025/nys-clubhouses/nys_clubhouses_final.pdf

N E W S  ·  W X X I  ·  C O N N E C T I O N S  ·  A U G U S T  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6

New York levels up funding for mental health clubhouses

What the Clubhouse model actually does in the lives of peers — and why many clubhouses remain underfunded.

N E W S  ·  T H E  G U A R D I A N  ·  S E P T E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 2 6

Mental health groups have “failed to acknowledge” risk of violence, says Mind chief

The head of a major UK mental health charity says the sector has avoided the subject for fear of feeding stigma.

O P I N I O N  ·  U N H E R D  ·  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

Times Square stabbing exposes Mamdani's mental illness blind spot

An opinion piece arguing that the August 31 attack reflects a lack of interest in providing care for people with serious mental
illness in New York City.

N E W S  ·  G O T H A M I S T  ·  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

After the Times Square attack, a bill emerges to better deliver assistance

Legislation proposed in the wake of the August 31 Times Square stabbing, aimed at getting help to people in crisis before it
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https://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/amid-clancy-trial-new-york-lawmakers-and-advocates-look-to-transform-postpartum-care/
https://turnto10.com/news/nation-world/cannabis-use-disorder-rising-among-us-adults-study-finds-research-marijuana-weed-pot-ganja-smoking-smoke-vape-vaping-drugs-legalized-legal-rescheduling-decriminalizing-dispensaries-mental-health-clinical-treatment-lungs-alcohol
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/20260918/samhsa-awards-more-than-42-million-advance-treatment-first-model
https://adamsmith.house.gov/news/press-releases/congressman-smith-introduces-bipartisan-bill-bolster-988-mental-health-crisis
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/florida-lawsuit-jail-mental-health-treatment-delays-september-2026/
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/anosognosia-and-the-criminalization-of-schizophrenia-implications-for-clinical-practice
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2025/nys-clubhouses/nys_clubhouses_final.pdf
https://www.wxxinews.org/show/connections/2026-08-25/new-york-levels-up-funding-for-mental-health-clubhouses
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/sep/05/mental-health-groups-have-failed-to-acknowledge-risk-of-violence-says-mind-chief
https://unherd.com/newsroom/times-square-stabbing-exposes-mamdanis-mental-illness-blindspot/?edition=us
https://gothamist.com/news/after-deadly-times-square-violence-a-bill-emerges-to-better-deliver-assistance


NSSC NEW YORK

The New York state chapter of the National Shattering Silence Coalition. Our state policy director is Marianna Vertsman —
mvertsman@nsscoalition.org — and chapter news, legislation and resources are on the chapter website. Join the coalition:
nationalshatteringsilencecoalition.org/join. Follow us on Facebook.

The National Shattering Silence Coalition is a registered 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization (EIN 41-3720272). This newsletter is
nonpartisan and is provided for education and advocacy. Nothing in it is legal, medical or clinical advice, and nothing in it creates a treating
relationship. Linked items are the work of their publishers; inclusion signals relevance to New York families, not endorsement, and items marked
Opinion are the views of their authors.

© 2026 New York Shattering Silence Coalition.
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